
www.api-delta.org December, 2010

The APInion

The Delta Chapter of the American 
Petroleum Institute recently hosted the 
Annual Joint Society Luncheon along 
with 21 other Representatives from en-
ergy related organizations at the Roos-
evelt Hotel in New Orleans.  The sold 
out event was a huge success in part to 
the key note speaker, Mr. Randall Lu-
thie, President of the National Ocean 
Industries Association (NOIA).

NOIA is an association comprised 
of approximately 270 companies that 
are associated with the development of 
oil, gas and other energy sources from 
the outer continental shelf.  As a trade 
organization, they are solely focused 
on offshore development and its mem-
bership includes majors, independents, 
producers, operators, service compa-
nies, suppliers, ship and vessel build-
ers, financiers and law firms.  Prior to 
becoming the Director of NOIA, Lu-
thie served as Secretary of the Minerals 
Management Service under the Bush 
Administration.  His professional back-
ground and understanding of deepwa-
ter drilling was well evident in his pre-
sentation.

Luthie spoke of “What Next” regard-
ing the moratorium and the De Facto 
Moratorium on all Gulf Operations 
due to lack of permitting.  He briefly 
reviewed the President’s actions since 
the Macondo well explosion.  He noted 
that less than a week after the creation 
of the oil spill commission, on May 
27, Department of Interior Secretary 
Ken Salazar postponed consideration 
of Shell’s proposal to drill up to five 
exploration wells in the Arctic.  Before 
the spill, Obama cancelled the four re-
maining lease sales in the 2007-2012 
program scheduled for the Chukchi 

and Beaufort Seas, and the he formally 
withdrew Alaska’s Bristol Bay from the 
oil and gas leasing program in March.  
And, as well known in Louisiana, the 
DOI cancelled the August 2010 WGOM 
Lease Sale.

Luthie also mentioned that recent-
ly Salazar proposed establishing an 
“Ocean Energy Safety Institute” de-
signed to facilitate research and devel-
opment, training, and implementation 
in the areas of offshore drilling safety, 
blowout containment and oil spill re-
sponse. The Institute would be a collab-
orative initiative involving government 
industry, academia and scientific ex-
perts.  He provided detailed objectives 
of the Ocean Energy Safety Institute in 
his presentation.  

The recent passage by the House of 
Representatives of the CLEAR Act was 
of a serious concern to Luthie.  “We be-
lieve that should this measure become 
law the end result will be more depen-
dence on foreign oil and more Ameri-
can jobs lost” he said.  The bill also did 
little to increase actual safety.  “Industry 

fully supports increased awareness and 
safety in the wake of the Gulf of Mexico 
accident” said Luthie.  “Unfortunately 
the passage of CLEAR would do little to 
increase actual safety and is a job killer.”

The good news is that Congress ad-
journed for the year without the bill 
being considered by the Senate.  And, 
given the results of the November 2 
elections, he felt that the GOP control 
of the house would stop this bill, as 
written, from moving forward.

Luthie was optimistic about the new-
ly elected Members of Congress and 
he noted that the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee would see new 
leadership.  “The Committee Chairman 
position has not been decided” pointed 
out Luthie.  He explained that current 
Ranking Member, Joe Barton, (TX) is 
running up against Republican term 
limit rules and seeking a waiver to gain 
the Chairmanship; while Fred Upton 
(MI) appears to be the front-runner 
with John Shimkus (IL) and Cliff Stea-
rns (FL) also in the mix

In the Senate, NOIA continues to 
closely monitor the very interesting 
Senate race in Alaska.  It is not yet clear 
who will assume the Ranking Mem-
ber position of the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee, but 
the choice appears to be between cur-
rent Ranking Member Lisa Murkowski 
should she prevail in the Alaska con-
test, and Richard Burr of North Caro-
lina.  Current Chairman Jeff Bingaman 
(NM) will retain his position.

Mr. Luthie ended with taking ques-
tions from the floor and graciously tak-
ing time to answer all questions.
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The American Petroleum Institute – 
Delta Chapter will again offer college 
scholarships for 2011 – 2012 school 
year.  The API – Delta Chapter schol-
arship program is designed to help 
students of exceptional promise reach 
their full potential through education. 

The API – Delta Chapter under-
stands the financial difficulties facing 
college students today.  Funds from the 
annual Clay Shoot Tournament and 
the Golf Tournament are used to fund 
the scholarships.  “The Delta Chapter 
awarded $20,000 in scholarship to 30 
students last year” said Board Chair-

man John Dribus “and we look for-
ward to matching that number again 
this year.”

The scholarships are given for a wide 
variety of experiences, career goals and 
higher education plans.  However, API 
will give preferences to those pursuing 
a career in Petroleum or Chemical En-
gineering, Geology and the sciences.  
Scholarships are awarded to incoming 
College Freshmen or a student who 
is currently attending a four-year ac-
credited college, working towards a 
Bachelors or Masters degree. 

An applicant must submit a com-
pleted application form along with a 
college or high school transcript (ACT 
or SAT score reports are also required 
for entering freshmen) by March 15th 
and must be referred by an API/Delta 
Chapter member.  The full application 
and guidelines can be found on the 
API web-site at www.api-delta.org.   

For further information, please con-
tact the Scholarship Chairperson, Peg-
gy Bourgeois at (504) 367-1721 or at 
(504) 289-4653 or any member of the 
scholarship committee. A copy of the 
form is on page 8. 

sCHoLArsHIP APPLICAtIons noW AVAILABLe
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FetCH oil & energy saturday – Louisiana Children’s Museum

On Saturday, August 21, 2010, API and SPE coordinated the FETCH Saturday at the Louisiana Children’s Museum.  This 
event had 15 exhibits hosted by 9 different societies highlighting science and math principles.  The focus of the event was to 
show how math and science can be fun as well as to provide educational outreach for children ages 2-16, parents, and teach-
ers.  The event had around 700 visitors and ran from 11 AM to 3 PM.  What is equally impressive is that we had 61 volunteers 
show up to represent our industry.  

The participating organizations and their exhibits were:
API - Receive a free classroom energy CD
API - Minerals, Rocks & Fossils (Examine and identify rocks, minerals 
 and fossils up close)
Desk and Derrick - Color My World of Energy
NACE - Corrosion Science (Learn about how corrosion occurs) 
NACE - NACE Fruit Battery (Transform fresh fruit into a
 working battery)  
NOGS Oil Finder Game (Play an oil finder game using drilling dollars) 
NOGS Fossil and Mineral Collection (Meet meat eating and plant
 eating dinosaurs from the NOGS collection) 
NOGS - Forams with Microscope (Look through a microscope to use organisms to date rocks)          
NOGS - Tapestry of Time and Terrain (Use a geologic map of the USA to identify geologic occurrences and places)  
NOGS - Sand Box (Dig for dinosaur bones in a sand box)  
NSBE - Boats Afloat (Design a boat out of aluminum foil to hold a
 lot of pennies)
SGS - Sounds through the Ground (Listen to sounds through
 the ground)
SPE - Magic Suitcase (Explore a magic suitcase)
SPWLA - Rock Measurements (Learn about rock property’s
 measurements)
SWE - Gumdrop Domes (Build a geodesic dome out of gumdrops
 and toothpicks)

The API/Delta Chapter Board of Directors recently hosted a Christmas Volun-
teer Appreciation Social at the historic Benedict Plantation in Mandeville.   The 
event was an opportunity for the Delta Chapter to thank the many volunteers 
that make the spring Clay Shoot and the fall Golf Tournament the success that 
it is.

A total of 40 members and volunteers enjoyed the evening with great food and 
drinks.   It was a pleasant time to mingle and to socialize without having to worry 
about any work getting done! 

Newly elected Chapter President Steve Freeman welcomed the guest and played 
Santa as he gave away beautiful Poinsettia plants as door prizes.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors…….

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to All
  from your

API/Delta Chapter Celebrates the Holidays
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JoInt soCIety teCHnICAL LunCHeon
Developing an early-warning system for Well/Reservoir problems was the topic of the recent Technical luncheon held on 

August 17th.  The event was co-hosted by API – Delta Chapter and the Society for Petroleum Engineers - Delta Section (SPE).  
The key note speakers were Mr. Chris Fair of Oilfield Data Services, Inc. and Dr. Fred Goldsberry of WAVEX®, Inc.   Both 
speakers brought to the table an abundance of knowledge in reservoir dimensioning and mapping.

Dr. Goldsberry holds eleven U. S. Patents in control systems, ener-
gy conversion systems, geopressured secondary oil recovery, nuclear 
waste storage, and transient well testing. He formed WAVEX®, Inc. 
in 1995 based upon his longstanding interest in the engineering me-
chanics of pressure transient phenomena and has practiced wave me-
chanics based reservoir mapping since that time as an independent 
engineering consultant.

Mr. Fair started Oilfield Data Services, Inc., a reservoir/production 
engineering consulting firm that specializes in well test interpretation 
and field management of well flowbacks/exploration DSTs.  

Goldsberry and Fair each provided a slide show that provided in depth information into the patented technique for reser-
voir dimensioning/mapping.  Goldsberry explained that WAVEX®  is a new technology that incorporates capillary threshold 
or initiation pressure, capillary flow, and wave mechanics into the pressure transient model. The method allows discrete 
identification of reservoir boundaries and integrated volume calculations during the test.   Fair explained how Oilfield Data 
Services, by using WAVEX®  technology  processed data directly from a fixed choke transient pressure test, not as a “history 
matching” process.  He further explained that there is no starting “guess” as to what the reservoir looks like. The process is 
performed “blind”.

Again this year, API brought the event to two locations.  
The Holiday Inn – Superdome hosted the event on the 
South shore, while Chevron, through the efforts of Berik 
Zhakiyanov hosted the event on the North shore.  Both 
venues were sold out.

API’s next event will be the Joint Society Luncheon to 
be held on Tuesday, November 9th.  Watch for further 
details.
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Gary Howarth      New Orleans Charter Science & Math High School
$500 for Robotics Equipment

Susan Thompson      East Jefferson High School
$500 for engineering labs equipment

Janice Catledge      Gretna No. 2 Academy
$487.85 for robotics equipment

Judy Kase      Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies
$443.98 for robotics equipment

API Delta Chapter - 2010 Mini-Grants Issued for teachers
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The 2010 API Delta Chapter Golf tournament held on September 17th at the Covington Country Club was a huge suc-
cess!!  Despite the current economic environment and drilling moratorium, 39 teams participated in the popular two-round 
tournament.  There were plenty of cool beverages and delicious food to make this an enjoyable event for all in spite of the 
South Louisiana heat and humidity.  The API Golf Committee would like to thank everyone involved in helping make the 
2010 API Delta Chapter Golf Tournament a success! 

Through the generosity of all the corporate, team and hole sponsors we were able to raise over $18,000 dollars.  The pro-
ceeds will be used for our scholarship program, teacher mini- grants, the Louisiana Children’s Museum, and the other op-
portunities to promote education and the Petroleum Industry in the Greater New Orleans area.  We could not have achieved 
this without your support and we are truly thankful!!

We hope to see you all at next year’s 2011 API Delta Chapter Golf Tournament to be held on September 16th once again 
at Covington Country Club!

2010 API Golf Chairman,
Steve Freeman

2010 API Golf tournament

2010 API Golf tournament sponsors & Photos
Hole Sponsors

Baker Hughes
Borehole Control Services

Crescent Drilling and Production
Danos & Curole

Dolphin Energy Equipment
Eagle Fishing Tools
Fluid Systems Inc.

FMC  Technologies
Gulf Coast Chemical

Huntington Oilfield Services
J D Rush Corp

Living Quarters Technology, Inc.
Lufkin  /  ILS

Moncla Companies
Nabors Offshore

Oil Mop LLC
Paws Pumps

Petroleum Coordinators
Priority Energy Services, LLC

Proserve Offshore
Quality Energy Services

Saratoga Resources, Inc.
Supreme Service & Specialty Co.

Thru-Tubing Systems
Triple S Marine, LLC

Tripoint, LLC    TCP & Tools
Wood Group Pressure Control
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Gold Sponsor
Baker Hughes
Silver Sponsor

Tripoint, LLC
Bronze Sponsor

Crescent Drilling and Production
Dolphin Energy Equipment

Fluid Systems Inc.
Moncla Companies

Nabors Offshore
Petroleum Coordinators
Saratoga Resources, Inc.

Supreme Service & Specialty Co.
Triple S Marine, LLC
Thru-Tubing Systems

Hole-In-One Sponsor
Seatrepid

Food & Beverage Sponsors
Cetco Oilfield Service Company Priority Energy Services, LLC

Danos & Curole Professional Wireline
Exterran Proserve Offshore

Fairwinds, International Quality Rental Tools
Hudson Services Rig Chem

Living Quarters Technology, Inc. Seatrepid
Oil Mop, LLC Specialty Rental Tools and Supply

Patterson Services Tank-A-Lot
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