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2008 API Meritorious Service Awards
Con grat u la tions to Jan Catalano and Lisa 
Ingraham, re cip i ents of the 2008 API

Mer i to ri ous Ser vice Award!!! 

On March 17, 2009, eigh teen (18) lo cal
pe tro leum in dus try so ci et ies hon ored the
two 2008 re cip i ents at a lun cheon held at
the Hol i day Inn Superdome.  The event
was at tended by over 90 col leagues,
friends, fam ily and as so ci ates of the
honorees.  Both Jan and Lisa have self -
lessly served our lo cal pe tro leum in dus try 
and com mu nity with much pas sion for
years, and it was a great plea sure to
honor these ded i cated, hard work ing pro -

fes sion als. 

The guest speaker this year was Tulane
Dean of En gi neer ing Nick Altiero, who
gave a very en light en ing talk about STEM 
(Sci ence, Tech nol ogy, En gi neer ing, Math) 
and the on go ing ef fort both lo cally and
na tion ally to en cour age and fos ter growth 
in these ar eas in our K-12 stu dents and

teach ers.

Janice M. Catalano is a res er voir en gi neer 
with over 30 years of pe tro leum in dus try
ex pe ri ence with Gulf, LL&E, Shell Off -
shore, On line Re sources, and now ORX 
Re sources.  Her tech ni cal ac com plish -
ments in clude co or di na tion of prop erty
di ves ti tures for Shell Off shore, Inc. and
LL&E, re sult ing in sales of over  $50MM
and cost sav ings of $135MM, re or ga ni za -
tion and su per vi sion of LL&E’s pro duc -
tion re port ing de part ment, and man age -
ment of the ORX Re source’s re serve and

pro duc tion da ta base. 

She also has
been very ac tive
in pro fes sional
so ci ety work.  
Jan is cur rently
the sec re tary for 
the So ci ety of
Pe tro leum En gi -
neers – Delta
Sec tion and the
Past Chair of 
the Amer i can
Pe tro leum In sti -
tute – Delta Chap ter.   She helped form
the One Voice com mit tee, and led the
team through a tran si tion to be come
PIPE – Pe tro leum In dus try Pro mot ing
Ed u ca tion.  In her lead er ship role in
PIPE, Jan con tin ues to work closely with
ed u ca tion lead ers through out the area
and other so ci et ies to sup port en ergy ed -
u ca tion and in form the com mu nity
about the oil and gas in dus try.  She has
also been a board mem ber of API – Delta 
Chap ter since 2001, and in 2008 chaired
the API-Delta Chap ter.  In ad di tion, she
cur rently serves on the GNO STEM ini -
tia tive, par tic i pates with Ho ri zon Ini tia -
tive Oil and Gas Sec tor and has also
served as the
Mem ber ship
Di rec tor for
the As so ci a -
tion of In for -
ma tion Tech -
nol ogy Pro -

fes sion als. 

Lisa Deshotel Ingraham has worked in
the Oil & Gas In dus try for 15 years and
is a Cer ti fied Pub lic Ac coun tant with the
Es tate of Wil liam G. Helis as a Gas Mar -
ket ing An a lyst.  Lisa be gan her ca reer

with TDC En ergy Cor po ra tion in 1994.

Lisa earned a soft ball schol ar ship to Uni -
ver sity of Lou i si ana at Mon roe and at -
tained a Bach e lors of Fi nance in 1993,
and then ob tained a Mas ters of Ac count -
ing at Uni ver sity of New Or leans in 1998.  
She is an ac tive Desk and Der rick of New 
Or leans mem ber of 10 years and cur -
rently Trea surer, also a 14 year mem ber
of Coun cil of Pe tro leum Ac coun tants So -
ci et ies (COPAS) and served as Pres i dent

in 2001. 

These as so ci a tions have al lowed her the
ex po sure to help en er gize and net work
the ed u ca tional ideas of the joint in dus try 
as so ci a tions such as PIPE – Pe tro leum
In dus try Pro mot ing Ed u ca tion.  Most re -
cently, Lisa de vel oped D&D of New Or -
leans’ ed u ca tion out reach program which 
in tro duces the in dus try to el e men tary
aged chil dren via the ‘Bit of Fun’ Ac tiv -
ity Book called “Are You Smarter than a
3rd, 4th, or 5th Grader with a Bit of

Fun?”

If you know some one who self lessly
serves this in dus try and com mu nity
and de serves sim i lar rec og ni tion, please
sub mit their names and ac com plish -
ments to one of our lo cal so ci et ies for
con sid er ation in next year’s ser vice
award pro gram.

© 2009 API Delta Chap ter 

Jan Catalano

Lisa Ingraham
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2009 API - Delta Chapter Board of Directors

Ex ec u tive Board
Name Com pany E-mail

Chair man Ken Meyers Palm En ergy Part ners kjmeyers@palmenergypartners.com

Of fice:  504-830-7638 Cell #:  985-773-2277
1st Vice-Chair man John Dribus Schlumberger jdribus@slb.com

Cell #:  504-232-2221
2nd Vice-Chair man Steve Free man Har vest Oil & Gas, LLC steve@har vest-oil.com

Of fice:  985-809-9292 Cell #:  985-373-5703
3rd Vice-Chair man  Peggy Bour geois Harvey Ca nal Ind.Assn. hcia@bellsouth.net

Of fice:  504-367-1721 Cell #:  504-289-4653
Sec re tary / Mem ber ship Barbara Edmonds En ergy Part ners, Ltd. bedmonds@eplweb.com

Of fice:  504-799-1906 Cell #:  504-450-3531
Trea surer Doug Tymkiw Er nest & Young douglas.tymkiw@ey.com

Of fice:  504-592-4837 Cell #:  504-319-5737
Im me di ate Past Chair man Jan Catalano  ORX Re sources jan@orx.com

Of fice:  504-581-1806 Cell #:  504-237-4735

Com mit tee Chairs
Schol ar ship Peggy Bour geois Harvey Ca nal Ind.Assn. hcia@bellsouth.net

Of fice:  504-367-1721 Cell #:  504-289-4653
Ed u ca tion Jahnette deBlanc Shell E&P jahnette.deblanc@shell.com

Of fice:  504-728-6098
Golf Tour na ment Steve Free man Har vest Oil & Gas, LLC steve@har vest-oil.com

Of fice:  985-809-9292 Cell #:  985-373-5703
Sport ing Clays Tour na ment Bob Bailey rmbailey1@att.net

Cell #:  504-577-1249
News let ter Rich ard Rusch Chev ron N.A. E&P rrusch@chev ron.com

Of fice:  504-592-6127 Cell #:  504-460-1886
Website Bar ney Paternostro LLOG Ex plo ra tion Co., LLC barneyp@llog.com

Of fice:  504-849-4104 Cell #:  985-789-1775
Ed u ca tion Ca thy Vaughn BCM Foun da tion cvaughn@bcm.org

Of fice:  504-593-2310 Cell #:  504-812-3998

Ad vi sory Board

James Coronato Ni tro gen Spe cial ties james.coronato@cetco.com

Of fice:  504-363-7788 Cell #:  504-301-6369

Holly Fonseca CETCO holly.fonseca@cetco.com

Cell #:  985-628-3300

Rich ard Leonhard Pro ject Con sult ing Ser vices, Inc. rleonhard@projectconsulting.com

Of fice:  504-219-3454 Cell #:  504-377-8706

Don Miller Wood Group don.miller@woodgroup.com

Of fice:  504-523-0500 X 227 Cell #:  504-319-5737

Da vid Mount OneSource Pro fes sional Search dmount@onesourcepros.com

Of fice:  985-727-2060 Cell #:  985-502-9862

Steve Strain Baker Hughes Inteq steve.strain@inteq.com

Of fice:  504-561-6413 Cell #:  504-458-0443

An nie Whetsell RCS, LLC a_whetsell@rcstankcleaning.com

Of fice:  985-868-0523 Cell #:  985-713-1462

Ac tive Past Chair men

Ber na dette Alaniz Wellbore En ergy So lu tions, LLC balaniz@wellboreenergysolutions.com

Of fice:  337-839-2131 Cell #:  504-453-6222

Carlos Guzman G Geo phys ics cguzman@ggeophysics.com

Of fice:  504-712-6875 Cell #:  504-913-6871

Leo Kerner Qual ity En ergy Ser vices leo.kerner@qualityenergy.net 

Of fice:  985-850-0025 Cell #:  504-329-5384

Philip Mo ses ENI Pe tro leum philip.mo ses@enipetroleum.com

Of fice:  504-593-7311

Dwight Paulsen EDG, Inc. dcpaulsen@edg.net

Of fice:  504-455-0858 Cell #:  504-451-9025

Jim Rike jim@rike.com

Of fice:  985-350-6101 Cell #:  504-952-4985

Bob Vaughn Bour bon Off shore bvaughn2007@gmail.com

Cell #:  832-671-6700

Ben War ing OCSBBS bwaring@ocsbbs.com

Of fice:  504-733-3117 Cell #:   504-957-3865

Sup port Group
Website Char lie Miller, III www.ocs.bbs.com  504-733-3117 cmiller@ocsbbs.com
News let ter Carole Rike Word Ca ter ing, Ltd.  985-350-6101 carole@wordcatering.com



April, 2009 - 3 - Amer i can Pe tro leum In sti tute — Delta Chap ter

Chairman’s Message
As we start 2009
with a new ex ec u -
tive board, the API 
Delta Chap ter is fi -
nan cially strong
and re mains com -
mit ted to its
found ing mis sions.  
As al ways, we will
1) serve and sup port the lo cal oil and
gas in dus try, and 2) con tinue to
strengthen math and sci ence ed u ca tion
in our lo cal com mu ni ties.

This year I hum bly step into the Chair -
man’s po si tion fol low ing a long list of
ded i cated lead ers and tire less vol un teers 
who have made great ac com plish ments
over the past 30 years.  Many long -
stand ing board mem bers con tinue to
serve our Chap ter and sev eral new
board mem bers have been re cruited to
en sure our fu ture suc cess and rel e vance.

Our 2008 Chair man, Jan Catalano, re -
ceived the 2008 Mer i to ri ous Ser vice
Award in March along with Lisa
Ingraham, an em ployee of Helis Oil and 
Gas and an ac tive mem ber of Desk and
Der rick of New Or leans.  Since I have
worked be side both of these dy namic

vol un teers, I can hon estly state that they 
em body the prin ci ples that the award
was de signed to rec og nize and in spire. 
It was a beau ti ful day with an over -
whelm ing turn out.  Thanks to all who
showed up to honor our two award re -
cip i ents.

The GNOSEF and FIRST Ro bot ics
events were also great suc cesses in
March.  Our schol ar ship pro gram is be -
gin ning its third year and is re ceiv ing
much in ter est from our mem ber ship this 
year.  And our com mit ment to the Lou i -
si ana Chil dren’s Mu seum (LCM) con tin -
ues to evolve.  API Delta Chap ter is pro -
pos ing a plan for an En ergy Cor ri dor of
ex hib its for the new LCM to be built
near City Park.  We plan to in vite other
so ci et ies to join us in an ef fort to make
our new LCM the best it can be.  

Since NACE In ter na tional is spon sor ing
a lo cal Sci ence and Tech nol ogy Camp
for teach ers at UNO in June, API Delta
is plan ning to do nate $500 to one
teacher from each of the six par ishes we
serve to pur chase re lated teach ing ma te -
ri als for their class room im ple men ta tion. 
SPE’s Delta Sec tion and other so ci et ies
are also con sid er ing sim i lar sup port.

Last but not least, please plan to at tend
and sup port our Fam ily Clay Shoot on
April 25th.  This is the fifth year of this
pop u lar fam ily event and it is a vi tal
source of fund ing for our com mu nity
ac tiv ism.  Our mem bers and spon sors
work hard to make this a great event for
ev ery one.  I hope to see you there.

As I write this mes sage, events of 2009
are al ready prov ing that our new board
of di rec tors will need to han dle many
new chal lenges for our in dus try and our 
lo cal com mu nity.  But, we are not con -
cerned; this year’s board is well funded,
prop erly equipped, and fully pre pared to 
carry on our mis sions.  Our in dus try is
blessed with count less ded i cated in di -
vid u als who cher ish this area.  So, we
will con tinue to do nate our time, tal -
ents, and re sources to make a mean ing -
ful im pact.

Sin cerely,
Ken Meyers

2009 Chair man

AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE

New Membership Application/Renewal Form

Names:

Com pany:

Busi ness Tele phone:
Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Mail ing Ad dress:

City:                                              State                                     Zip:

E-Mail:

An nual dues: $25.00
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Desk and Derrick Club of New Orleans
60 Years & More to Come

The idea of a per sonal meet ing was
sug gested by Inez Awtz Schaeffer in
1949.  Twelve women who had at tended 
the cock tail party rep re sent ing ma jor
oil com pa nies and con sul tants be came
char ter mem bers and the board of di -
rec tors.  There af ter events snow balled. 
The idea had spread through ar ti cles in
trade mag a zines and clubs were formed 
in Jack son, Mis sis sippi; Los An geles,
Cal i for nia and Hous ton, Texas.

Names and faces have changed over the 
last 60 years, but the goal has not been
al tered.  The pur pose of this club shall
be to pro mote the ed u ca tion and pro -
fes sional de vel op ment of in di vid u als
em ployed in or af fil i ated with the pe -
tro leum, en ergy and al lied in dus tries.  

Mem bers con tinue to fo cus on motto
of “Greater Knowl edge - Greater Ser -
vice”.

Over the years mem bers have re ceived
on-hand in struc tions as they toured
drill ing rigs, both land and off shore;
gas and sul fur plants, re fin er ies, fab ri -
ca tions plants, min ing fa cil i ties, rode
crew boats and flew in he li cop ters. 
Field trips such as these have been an
ex cel lent ed u ca tional source for D&D
mem bers.  Thank fully em ploy ers still
gra ciously of fer their time and re -
sources to con tinue shar ing the ed u ca -
tion of the lat est tech niques.  An nual
con ven tions have been held in cit ies
such as Ed mon ton and Cal gary,

Can ada; An chor age, Alaska; San Fran -
cisco, Cal i for nia; Al bu quer que, New
Mex ico and Den ver, Col o rado, just to
name a few ex cep tional places. 

The New Or leans Club con tin ues to
pub lish monthly is sues of Desk and
Der rick Times pro vid ing mem bers with 
lo cal, re gion and as so ci a tion news. 
Three times a year the DDJ is mailed to 
mem bers through out United States and 
Can ada high light ing re gional events.  

Club mem bers reg u larly vol un teer their 
time for Com mu nity events such Chil -
dren’s Hos pi tal Tele thon, FETCH at
Chil dren’s Mu seum, Super Sci ence Sat -
ur day, St. Mi chael’s School and do na -
tions to Sec ond Har vester Food Bank. 
Mem bers also visit lo cal schools us ing
“Bit of Fun” an En ergy Ac tiv ity book
de signed to pro vide easy ex pla na tion
on how prod ucts used daily are ac tu ally 
de rived.  For many years New Or leans
Club has adopted a fam ily or two for
Christ mas, a spe cial pro ject en joyed by
both giv ers and re ceiv ers.

How ap pre cia tive we are to our char ter
mem bers and our sin cere thanks to In -
dus try lead ers for their un end ing sup -
port. May the #1 Club be af forded
more op por tu ni ties to fill the his tory
pages of Desk and Der rick with too
many to list suc cess ful en deav ors!

Debi Baiamonte, 
His to rian Chair man

FIRST Bayou
Regional Robotics

Competition
Once again the stands were filled with
sup port ing fans at The FIRST Ro bot ics
Bayou Re gional Ro bot ics Com pe ti tion
which was held March 19-21, 2009. 
This year the tour na ment was held  at
the UNO Arena.  Thirty-Four  teams
from nine dif fer ent states com peted in
the tour na ment. 

API-Delta helped spon sor the event and 
has al lo cated a $1500 schol ar ship to -
ward a stu dent par tic i pat ing in the
event and pur su ing a de gree per tain ing
to the pe tro leum in dus try. Ku dos to
Oceanering In ter na tional for pro vid ing
an ROV sim u la tor to en lighten  stu -
dents on uti liz ing their  ro botic ed u ca -
tion in the pe tro leum in dus try.  What a
big hit!  Thanks to Matt Dragna and
James Hotard. Ap pre ci a tion also goes to 
oil in dus try.   Also vol un teer ing for this
event were Art John son, Lisa Ingraham,
Barney Paternostro, Peggy Bour geois,,
Barbara Giangrosso and Steve Strain.  

This com pe ti tion was ex tremely ex cit -
ing.  It was very im pres sive to see the
fine, qual ity high school stu dents build
hu man size ro bots and spar them
against each other.  What pos i tive role
mod els!  This was a won der ful, en light -
en ing event for all ages  For more in for -
ma tion: www.LAFLL.org and
www.bayouregional.org 
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BLAST/FIRST LEGO League
API – Delta Chap ter,
and sev eral other pe -
tro leum in dus try so -
ci et ies and or ga ni za -

tions vol un teered their time and/or
mon ies to spon sor the BLAST/FIRST
LEGO League Lou i si ana Cham pi on ship
Tour na ment again this year.  This year
API-Delta was a gold spon sor for the
tour na ment which was held De cem ber
6, 2008 at J. D. Meisler Mid dle School in 
Metairie.  So ci ety par tic i pa tion in cluded
NOGS, SPE-Delta, Young Pro fes sion als,
COPAS, SWE.  Rep re sen ta tives from Hy -
drate En ergy In ter na tional, Shell, MMS,
Chev ron, ORX, Helis, Cen tury, and
MWH As so ci ates spent the day serv ing
as judges, ref er ees, and crowd co or di na -

tors and more. 

BLAST…. Build ing Lou i si ana Sci ence
and Tech nol ogy is a non-profit um brella 
which brings stu dents of Lou i si ana the
op por tu nity to par tic i pate in cut ting
edge sci ence and tech nol ogy learn ing ex -
pe ri ences.  Forty one teams through out
the state of Lou i si ana par tic i pated in the 
First Lego League chal lenge. Stu dents
built ro bots to per form chal lenges re lat -
ing to cli mate.  They also re searched the
topic and par tic i pated in team pre sen ta -

tions which re lated to the topic.  

FIRST LEGO gives stu dents ages 9-14 a
ba sic in tro duc tion to pro gram ming, ro -
bot ics, prob lem solv ing re search and
“team work.” FIRST LEGO League ro bots 
are made us ing LEGO Mindstorm kits. 
There is also a Ju nior FIRST LEGO
League (JFLL) com pe ti tion which is

geared to chil dren aged 6 to 9 years old.   
This year three teams par tic i pated in this 
com pe ti tion.  This year’s topic was Cli -
mate Con nec tion.  In the ju nior com pe -
ti tion, a mod i fied FIRST LEGO League
(FLL) frame work is used. Teams of up
to 6 chil dren and an adult men tor re -
ceive a mini chal lenge, based on the an -
nual FLL re search pro ject. Us ing an
open-ended LEGO build ing set, they de -
sign a model de pict ing an as pect of this
year’s Chal lenge. They also cre ate a
“Show Me” poster that de picts the
teams’ ex pe ri ence dur ing this pro cess,

through draw ings and words.

FIRST Lego is an op por tu nity for the
stu dents to learn first hand about ro bot -
ics, elec tron ics, website build ing, pre sen -
ta tions, pro ject man age ment, ca reers in
en gi neer ing, and more. Ad di tional in for -
ma tion about spon sor ship, par tic i pa tion, 
or to vol un teer please re fer to:  
www.Lafll.org.

In dus try vol un teers in clude:
Barbara Giangrosso of COPAS, Ste ven
Kovacs from MMS, Jan Catalano of API,
Leslie Develle of SWE.  Desk and Der rick 
rep re sen ta tives in cluded Johanna Lee, Di -
ane Badeaux, Pa tri cia Netherland, and
Shelly Gisevius.  SPE’s Young Pro fes sional 
or ga ni za tion’s vol un teers were:  Gani
Sangin galiyev, Jo seph Cochran, Marides
Athanasiadis, Brandon Calva, Brian Carr,
and Michell Doise. Once again, Lisa
Ingraham of Helis acted as em cee for the
event and Art John son of Hy drate En ergy 
In ter na tional gave the key note speech.
Thanks to all that came out and helped. 
It was a fun, re ward ing day for all!

Greater New
Orleans Science

And Engineering
Fair

The 2009 Greater New Or leans Sci ence
and En gi neer ing Fair was held March 4 
–5th at the Uni ver sity of New Or leans.    
API spon sored the se nior de sign pro -
jects.  The win ner of the Chair man’s
Award was Jean Amador from the Pat -
rick F. Tay lor Sci ence School with the
pro ject “The Heat is On; The Ef fect of
Fuel Ad di tives on the Amount on Heat
Gen er ated by Eth a nol”.  He along with
his sci ence teacher, Janell Simpson, re -

ceived a check for $150 and his school
re ceived $300. The win ner of Dis tin -
guished Pro ject Award was Josh
Hanberry from John Curtis Chris tian
School for “Which Paint Best Pro tects
Car bon Steel From Rust in a Salt Wa ter
En vi ron ment?”  He re ceived a check for
$100 along with his sci ence teacher, Ca -
thy Boucvalt, and his school re ceived
$200.  The win ner of the Hon or able
Men tion Award was Nicola Zanchi from 
Benjamin Frank lin High School for
“The Most Ef fec tive Sorbent in Neu tral -
iz ing Oil in Salt wa ter”.  She along with
her teacher, Da vis-Wheeler, re ceived a
check for $50 and her school $100.
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API-Delta Chapter Continues Its Commitment to Education

Through a Teacher Summer Camp

The Delta Chap ter Board of Di rec tors
has ap proved the rec om men da tion of
the Delta Chap ter Ed u ca tion Com mit tee 
to sup port the ASM In ter na tional (Ma -
te ri als In for ma tion So ci ety) Sci ence and
Tech nol ogy for Teach ers Camp, June
22-26, 2009, to be held at the Uni ver sity
of New Or leans. The week-long, hands
on, lab-based camp pro vides teach ers

the train ing on how to use ap plied sci -
ence and en gi neer ing tech niques in their 
class rooms. The train ing is de signed for
teach ers of high school sci ence, chem is -
try, phys ics, math and tech nol ogy as well 
as mid dle school sci ence teach ers. The
camp is of fered at no cost to teach ers
and in cludes lunch and sup plies.  Teach -
ers can ap ply for 3 quar ter cred its from

the Uni ver sity of Wash ing ton for $200,

if de sired, at their own cost. 

Delta Chap ter is ded i cated to im proved
ed u ca tion in the fields that sup port the
en ergy in dus try and has com mit ted to
award six (6) teach ers who com plete the 
Camp each $500 (to tal of $3000) to pur -
chase the ma te ri als/sup plies needed to
im ple ment the learnings from the Camp 
into their class rooms.  The teach ers
com plet ing the Camp will be ran domly
se lected with a min i mum of one $500
award pro vided to a teacher in each of
the six Delta Chap ter par ishes: Or leans,
Jef fer son, Plaquemine, St. Ber nard, St.
Charles, and St. Tammany.  The six
teach ers who each re ceive $500 will be
re quested to iden tify the ma te ri als or
sup plies that will be pur chased for their
class room pro gram im ple men ta tion. 
The Delta Chap ter Chair man, Ken
Meyers, will pres ent the awards to the
se lected teach ers at the con clu sion of the 
Camp. 

For more in for ma tion on how in ter ested 
teach ers can ap ply for the Camp, visit
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survery/su
rvey-intor.zgi?p=WEB228DF56X42F.
The lo cal New Or leans con tact is

C.Speed@shell.com or 504-400-7878
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The Silent Stars….

It is com mon na ture to at tend an event, 
and not con sider the in tri ca cies in -
volved in the plan ning. And if you at -
tend sev eral func tions and re al ize all
were planned by the same peo ple you
might con sider them high-paid event
plan ners.  But in the GNO area there is
a core group of ed u ca tors who ded i cate 
their per sonal time and ef fort to in volve 
chil dren in ed u ca tional events and pro -
mote STEM (sci ence, tech nol ogy, en gi -
neer ing, mathematic) education.

Post Ka trina the Greater New Or leans
Sci ence and En gi neer ing Fair (GNOSEF) 
was in need of a di rec tor. Annette
Oertling, PhD, a pro fes sor at Tulane
Uni ver sity stepped up to the plate.  Or,
as she tells the story, ev ery one else was
smart enough to take a step back. Now,
go ing into her fourth year, Annette con -
tin ues to or ches trate the GNOSEF with
the help of some spe cial peo ple one of
which is Barbara Pailet.   

Barbara Pailet is the main force be hind
the FIRST LEGO league ro bot ics com -
pe ti tion.  This is a com pe ti tion for 9-14 
year olds and in volves teams through -
out the state.  Held on the first Sat ur day 
in De cem ber, among its many par tic i -
pants, you are sure to find Barbara and
Annette mak ing sure the event runs
smoothly.  They per form the in tri cate
plan ning and organize the event.

In ad di tion, there is the Bayou Re -
gional’s Ro bot ics Com pe ti tion, a ro bot -
ics com pe ti tion for high school stu -
dents.   This event, held in March, is
enor mous in scale.  Pub lic at ten dance is 
free, and there are over 1000 par tic i -
pants.  Once again, the core or ga niz ers
and ad min is tra tors of this event are
Annette and Barbara. 

Also found at each of these events are
Dean Nich o las Altiero and Dean Rus sell 
Trahan. These in di vid u als also give
their per sonal time at these and other
ac tiv i ties.  They can be found judg ing
re search pre sen ta tions and sci ence fair
pro jects or at the awards ta ble dis trib -
ut ing hard earned prizes.   

Who are these si lent stars that give their 
per sonal time to in volve and ed u cate
chil dren in the sci ences?  Dr. Annette
Oertling serves as as sis tant dean for
K-12 ed u ca tion out reach and is a pro -
fes sor in the bio med i cal en gi neer ing
de part ment at Tulane Uni ver sity.  Dean
Rus sell Trahan is the Dean of the Col -
lege of En gi neer ing for Uni ver sity of
New Or leans.  Dean Nich o las Altiero is
the Dean of En gi neer ing for Tulane
Uni ver sity.  Barbara Pailet is the ex ec u -
tive di rec tor of the Bruce J. Heines
Foundation.  

For these ed u ca tors, their “job” goes be -
yond the class room or cam pus.  Each of 
them are in volved with ed u ca tion at ev -
ery level and have a pas sion to teach
chil dren about the sci ences. These ac -
tiv i ties are a sam pling of their ded i ca -
tion. They vol un teer their per sonal time 
to plan events and make learn ing fun. 
You will find them all day, ev ery day,
par tic i pat ing at these events.  These ed -
u ca tors pro mote the STEM (sci ence,
tech nol ogy, en gi neer ing and math)
sub jects through out the New Or leans
Area.  They are ac tive mem bers of the
GNO STEM Ad vi sory Board which has 
been formed post Ka trina to train sci -
ence teach ers and pro vide needed
supplies and prepackaged class room
experiments.

Their ef forts are end less.  Annette,
Barbara, Dean Altiero and Dean
Trahan are ex cep tional in di vid u als who 
con trib ute far be yond the class room. 
These ed u ca tors and the events they
plan — the sci ence fairs, ro botic com -
pe ti tions, and pro mot ing of STEM sub -
jects through out the area, are the best
kept se crets in this com mu nity.  My re -
spect and ad mi ra tion goes to each of
them.  

Deans Trahan and Altiero 

Barbara Pailet and Annette Oertling
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John Dribus
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About New Orleans Charter Schools 
The Eastbank Col lab o ra tive of Char ter
Schools in New Or leans, Lou i si ana,
(ECCS) has de vel oped a sim ple ex pla na -
tion about char ter schools to help par -
ents un der stand this new move ment in
the pub lic school arena. New Or leans
has more pub lic char ter schools than
any other school dis trict in the na tion.
More than half of all pub lic school chil -
dren are en rolled in an Or leans Pub lic
Char ter School, ac cord ing to ECCS Di -
rec tor Rose Pe ter son. She says, the im -
por tant facts for par ents to con sider are
these:

Stu dents and Par ents Choose Char ter
Schools. A char ter school dif fers from
other pub lic schools in New Or leans be -
cause: 

• Stu dents and par ents CHOOSE
their school; 

• Stu dents and par ents CHOOSE
to ap ply to a char ter school; 

• Stu dents and par ents CHOOSE
to abide by the rules of their
char ter school, as it per tains to
pa ren tal in volve ment and stu -
dent be hav ior; 

• Each char ter school CHOOSES
an en roll ment cap to main tain
low  teacher-stu dent ra tios in the 
class room.

The Char ter School is ac count able for
stu dent achieve ment.

• Prin ci pals are EM POW ERED to
op er ate their school with out the
red-tape gov ern ing tra di tional
pub lic schools; 

• Teach ers are AC COUNT ABLE
for their per for mance on the ba -
sis of re new able con tracts, not
ten ure; 

• The school is RE QUIRED to
meet var i ous learn ing ob jec tives
as set forth by its or ga niz ing
com mu nity.

All Char ter schools are: 

• Pub lic; 

• Tu i tion free; 

• Gov erned by a non-profit board
which sets the school pol icy,
plans its bud get and makes other 
de ci sions re gard ing the school’s
over all op er a tion; 

• Judged by the state school ac -
count abil ity sys tem; 

• Re quired by the State to ad min -
is ter the same stan dard stu dent
achieve ment tests each year as
other pub lic schools; 

• Re viewed ev ery five years to con -
tinue as a char ter school based
on meet ing con tract re quire -
ments and stu dent achieve ment
goals. 

For more in for ma tion, go to
www.eastbankcollaborative.comr
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